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Disability Support Services (DSS) Bill
What the new law could mean for disabled people in Aotearoa
What is the DSS Bill?
The Government wants a new law for disability support services. This law is called the Disability Support Services Bill.
The law will help decide:
· who gets support
· what support people can get
· how support money can be used
· how decisions are made
What are Disability Support Services?
Disability Support Services help disabled people live everyday life. This can include:
· assistance with shopping, cooking, cleaning
· help showering or dressing
· doing things in your community 
· disability equipment
· respite care
Why are some people worried?
Many disabled people are worried the new law could:
· reduce choice
· make support harder to get
· make people rely more on their family for support
· create more rules
· create more assessments
· focus too much on saving money
· make complaints harder to do

Some people worry disabled people will have less control over their own lives.
The Government says the system must be “sustainable”. 
What does “sustainable” mean?  This usually means the Government wants to control costs and spending. In this new law this could mean:
· less support
· tighter rules
· less flexibility 
What do disabled people want?
Disabled people want:
· to be included in all decisions that affect them
· respect and dignity 
· independence
· support to live good lives
· choice and control 
How to have your say on the bill 
You can tell government what you think about the DSS Bill by making a submission.  
You need to make your submission by Friday 12 June 2026.  
Visit this website to make your submission: 
www.disabilitysupport.govt.nz/submission 
You can find information in Easy Read about how to make a submission at this website: 
https://tinyurl.com/59sja8dw  
Some things Disabled Persons Assembly (DPA) want included in the bill
1. Human rights must come first
Disabled people have rights. Government has an obligation to uphold our rights. The bill should reference the Convention on the Rights of Disabled People (CRPD) which government has agreed to uphold. 
2. Choice and control
Disabled people should be able to decide what works best for their own lives, including deciding who supports them.
3. Independent decision making 
Disabled people want to make their own decisions about the things that affect them. They should be able to get support to make their own decisions when they need it. 
All decisions must be based on the will and preference of the disabled person. 
4. Independent advocates
Disabled people should be able to get independent advocates who can:
· explain things and what support they can get
· help with complaints
· support meetings
5. Māori rights and Te Tiriti
The DSS bill should respect:
· Te Tiriti o Waitangi
· Māori disabled people
· Māori ways of caring and supporting people
7. Listen to disabled people
All disabled people should be listened to and help make the rules that will be made when this bill becomes law. 
8. Making complaints 
People need easy ways to:
· ask questions 
· challenge decisions
· complain safely
Why does this matter?
Disability support helps people:
· get out of bed
· eat
· shower
· Work or study 
· spend time with others
· stay healthy and safe
Without support, people can become lonely and unwell.
Final message
Disabled people are important members of society. Disabled people deserve:
· respect
· safety
· independence
· support to live good lives
Many disabled people believe the DSS Bill must protect these rights first.
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